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The Honorable Sam Parham

Mayor of Petersburg
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Dr. Rosa Atkins

Chief Diversity, Opportunity, and 

Inclusion Officer for Virginia
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The Honorable Glenn Youngkin

74th Governor of Virginia
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BUILDING COMPREHENSIVE

- RELATIONSHIPS -

TO FOSTER

- COMPREHENSIVE CHANGE -

THROUGH A

- COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH -
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Prepare Petersburg Students for Life

Improve Access to Health Care

Keep Our Community Safe

Keep Petersburg Moving

Foster Business & Economic Growth

Build Relationships with Community

and Faith Leaders
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The Honorable 

Winsome Earle-Sears

Lieutenant Governor of Virginia
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The Honorable Aimee Guidera
Secretary of Education

Prepare Petersburg Students 

for Life
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State Partners

--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life ---

Nonprofit PartnersPetersburg Partners

Petersburg City 
Public Schools

Urban League of 

Greater Richmond
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--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life ---

The Needs of Our Students

Petersburg students face an average of 23 weeks of learning loss in 

math and 21 weeks of learning loss in reading due to the COVID-19 

pandemic

The average chronic absenteeism rate for Petersburg students is 

2.5x higher than the statewide average
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--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life ---

Petersburg Lab Schools

1

Provide Comprehensive Student Supports and 

Establish Petersburg Schools as Community Hubs

3

Recover Learning Loss in Reading and Math through 

Tutoring and Mentoring Corps

2
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--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life (1/3) ---

Petersburg Lab Schools
Presented by Virginia State University President 

Makola Abdullah and Richard Bland College President 

Debbie Sydow

Initiative Summary:
Virginia State University and Richard Bland 

College plan to launch a lab school in partnership 

with Petersburg schools, community 

organizations, and employers.
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--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life (2/3) ---

Recover Learning Loss in Reading and Math

through Tutoring and Mentoring Corps

Presented by Secretary of Education Aimee Guidera

Initiative Summary:
The Urban League and Virginia State University 

will launch a partnership to provide Petersburg 

high school students with tutoring and 

mentorship from Virginia State University 

students.
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--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life (3/3) ---

Establish Petersburg Schools as Community Hubs
Presented by President of Communities in Schools 

Petersburg Wanda Stewart

Initiative Summary:
Communities in Schools, YMCA, and Boys and 

Girls Club will expand offerings across all 

Petersburg schools to provide robust enrichment 

and academic programs before, during, and after 

school all year.
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The City of Petersburg, including the city council and school board, and the 

Commonwealth of Virginia will partner to ensure all children have access to a quality

education that meets their needs and prepares them for success in life.

Together, we will empower students, parents and teachers with the opportunity to be 

part of a high-quality, innovative lab school launched by the Petersburg 

community.

We will help students catch up on the dramatic learning loss of the past two years 

and meet high expectations through tutoring and peer

mentorship.

We will provide engaging enrichment programs and important health and social 

support services in our school buildings so that they are a vibrant and safe 

community hub for all Petersburg residents.

--- Prepare Petersburg Students for Life ---

Closing Remarks by Secretary of Education Aimee Guidera 

and Petersburg School Board Chair Kenneth Pritchett



CONFIDENTIAL WORKING PAPERS OF THE GOVERNOR

The Honorable John Littel
Secretary of Health and Human Resources

Improve Access to Healthcare
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-- Improve Access to Health Care --

Peterburg residents have barriers that are preventing them from accessing 

health care; these barriers have an alarming impact on their health.

Cancer rates are 42% above 

the State average

Over 50% of the

community

cited health

education

being a top 
cause of poor 

health

Violent crime is 

344% higher 

than state 

average Injury 

deaths are 259% 

higher

Homicides are 

900% higher

Citizens of Petersburg live 

12.9 years less than the 

average Virginian

2022 County Health Rankings National Findings Report; Bon Secours 2022 Community Health Needs Assessment Survey.

Sexually Transmitted 

Infections almost 3x the 

State average


